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BARROW ISLAND ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.04 pm]: I would like to update the house on 
an important cultural heritage project taking place at Barrow Island—an A-class nature reserve off the Pilbara 
coast, which is the location of the Gorgon project. In July this year, I travelled to Barrow Island with the Minister 
for Energy; Finance; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests to view firsthand the status of the Gorgon project. 
During that visit, we were introduced to some of the natural and cultural heritage assets of the island by the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife’s acting director general and his team of island-based officers, who, it is worth 
noting, have developed an excellent working relationship with Chevron staff on the island. 

A number of the sites that we visited, including caves on the island’s west coast and an old pearling camp near 
Bandicoot Bay, are soon to be excavated by archaeologists as part of the Barrow Island archaeology project.  

This exciting project involves an international research team led by the University of Western Australia. The 
project will examine deep-time maritime societies in northern Australia, predicted to date back up to 45 000 
years. Climate and ecological records will be reconstructed from the contents of the caves on the island. The 
more recent history of people and pearling on the island will also be profiled. Indigenous groups will be involved 
in field work components of the project through structuring training modules in cultural heritage management. A 
team of researchers will soon spend a month on Barrow Island excavating and systematically surveying rock 
shelters, caves and open heritage sites. A detailed zoological and climate history of the island will also be 
developed from the cave excavation program. Surveys will be repeated annually for three years as part of the 
project, and research papers and monographs will be produced and published internationally. I acknowledge the 
chief organisations for the project: the University of Western Australia, the University of Queensland and James 
Cook University; and also partner organisations including the California State University, Stanford University 
and the Western Australian Museum. Research associate organisations are the Department of Parks and Wildlife, 
Archae-aus, and the Western Australian Museum. The Department of Parks and Wildlife and Chevron Australia 
have assisted with the development of the project and will continue to play a logistical support role. It is hoped 
the research will produce some world-class archaeological discoveries, and I look forward to updating the house 
again on this very important project in the future. 
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